ATM Locations
Corporate Office
608 E Tidwell Rd
Houston, TX 77022
Downtown Branch
Bob Lanier Building
(Garden Level)
611 Walker
Houston, TX 77002

Scam proof
your financial
life online
The instances of online fraud only seem to grow every year,
especially during the holidays. However, that doesn’t mean you
need to swear off the Internet forever. In fact, surfing the web can
be safe and worry-free if you’re careful; you just need to know how
to spot a scam.

Never click suspicious links

LBJ Hospital
5656 Kelly St.
Houston, TX 77026

Phishing works in different ways, but in the most common scenario,
a scammer posts an appealing link as bait, and then re-directs you
to a different website. Best case? You’ll be taken to a shady website.
But in the worst-case situations, clicking the link infects your
computer with a virus that steals your personal info, or locks your
computer until you agree to pay the scammer a ransom fee.
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To keep your identity and money secure, here are a couple of tips
to identify—and avoid—online fraud.
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By now, most of us are familiar with online phishing, but the fact
that it’s still scarily persistent (just check your junk mailbox) suggests
we could all use a refresher.

The simple solution? Think before you click.

Beware spam-y comments in social media
Scammers are smart. They know we’re
viewing trending posts in social media.
And the more popular the post, the
more likely we’ll be to read and leave
comments. In the comment con, the
spammer will drop a dubious link into
the conversation, claiming it connects to a
relevant story or thread. Use your intuition
and be wary of any user or link that doesn’t
quite look right.
PRO TIP: As a general rule, you should change your passwords
regularly, especially those of your financial accounts. Passwords are
highly valued on the black market (i.e., Scammer Land).
For more tips to simplify your finances, visit hmefcu.balancepro.org.

2018 Holiday Closings Reminders

Making Seasons Bright
...with a Christmas loan from HMFCU
We want you to have everything you need to start your holiday shopping right on
time! Houston Metropolitan FCU is pleased to announce our member holiday loan
special. You may qualify for one of three loans at 12.99% APR* for 10 months.

$53

per month
for $500

$106
per month
for $1,000

November 22 and 23 – Thanksgiving Holiday
December 24 and 25 – Christmas Holiday
January 1 – New Year’s Day

$212

per month
for $2,000

We’re hatching a plan to bring more bliss this year. With Skip-A-Pay from Houston Metropolitan Federal
Credit Union, you can spruce up the season by skipping your December 2018 loan payment(s)!*

Here’s how it works:

1.

Complete the
Skip-A-Pay Request
Form available at
myHMFCU.org/skip.

5.

2.

Choose a payment
option. There is a
$30 processing fee
for each loan.

(Fee must be paid before
your skip request will be
processed.)

3.

Mail, fax or deliver
your form to a branch
near you.

4.

For faster processing,
we suggest you fax
or deliver your form
to your local HMFCU
branch.

Deadline to submit your application is November 30, 2018.

*Only accounts in good standing can be processed. Not available for share secured, certificate loans,
mortgage, home equity, home improvement loans, credit cards, member appreciation loans or holiday loans.

myHMFCU.org

Best Time to Buy a
New or Used Car –

NOW!

Shared Branching
Available for
Everyone
Did you know that you have access to over
5,000 shared branch locations around the
country. Through our partnership with other
credit unions, you can conduct transactions in
participating branches just as if you were in
a Houston Metropolitan FCU branch. Make
deposits, withdrawals, loan payments, and much
more at over 80 locations throughout the city
of Houston.

Love My Credit Union Rewards

How to Keep Your Christmas Spending
in Budget and Money Left in Your Wallet
1.

Write down everyone you plan to give gifts to; put a dollar amount by each name

2.

Start shopping now; you can spread your budget over the next few months rather than it

Houston Metropolitan FCU Members Get Cash Rewards, Deep Discounts and Exclusive
Savings.
Credit union members have saved nearly $2 billion with Love My Credit Union Rewards
discounts! The more offers you take advantage of, the more you save.

hitting your account all at one time
3.

Price check; see if you can find it cheaper from another store or online, don’t forget some
stores price match

4.

Don’t wait until the last minute to shop; when you shop without a plan you tend to 		
overspend

5.

Consider making gifts; grandparents love memorable gifts

6.

Start saving early for big purchases; check out a HMFCU Christmas Club Account to keep
you on track

7.

Avoid shopping sprees; keep to your original list and designated dollar amount for each
person

8.

Don’t forget to factor shipping; the $40 you designated for your sister, just 			
turned into a $60 present with shipping, or better yet, wait until stores offer FREE SHIPPING

9.

Pre-Teens and Teens want cash or gift cards; make it easy on yourself and get them what
they want, this will also reduce your stress

10. Check for coupons or review your loyalty app before you head off shopping

TIP #1

TIP #3

Look for a vehicle from the outgoing year model;
often car manufacturers provide generous
incentives and dealers are motivated to get rid
of the prior model-year cars. If you don’t mind
driving a new car with an outgoing design, then
you can save some serious cash.

Do your car shopping early in the week. You can
expect greater attention from your salesperson.
Skip the busy weekend and stop by on a Monday
or Tuesday.

TIP#2
Black Friday is traditionally thought of for big
screens and electronics, but auto makers have
stepped up their Black Friday game. Many
dealerships are offering more incentives, discounts
and “doorbusters” to capture some of the retail
excitement.

HMFCU says the best time to buy a new car is
when you need it, regardless of the time of year.
Take the hassle out of car buying and visit hmfcu.
memberautocenter.com for a stress-free buying
experience.
Before you do anything, you want to get
pre-approved! Visit myHMFCU.org or stop by a
branch location today!

https://www.edmunds.com/car-buying/when-to-buy-your-next-car.html

Get a $100 cash reward for each new line you activate, up to 3 lines. Plus, get
a $50 cash reward every year for as long as you are a Sprint customer.*
Save up to $15 on TurboTax Federal online and downloadable tax products.
Get trusted protection at true savings with TruStage Auto & Home Insurance
Program.
Get an exclusive smoke communicator and a $100 gift card with a new ADT
monitored home security system. Call 844-703-0123 to activate this special
offer.
Earn cash back with Love to Shop at over 1,500 online retailers.
To find out more and learn about
other valuable discounts visit
LoveMyCreditUnion.org.
You get all these offers
and discounts just for being our member!
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Phishing works in different ways, but in the most common scenario,
a scammer posts an appealing link as bait, and then re-directs you
to a different website. Best case? You’ll be taken to a shady website.
But in the worst-case situations, clicking the link infects your
computer with a virus that steals your personal info, or locks your
computer until you agree to pay the scammer a ransom fee.
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By now, most of us are familiar with online phishing, but the fact
that it’s still scarily persistent (just check your junk mailbox) suggests
we could all use a refresher.

The simple solution? Think before you click.

Beware spam-y comments in social media
Scammers are smart. They know we’re
viewing trending posts in social media.
And the more popular the post, the
more likely we’ll be to read and leave
comments. In the comment con, the
spammer will drop a dubious link into
the conversation, claiming it connects to a
relevant story or thread. Use your intuition
and be wary of any user or link that doesn’t
quite look right.
PRO TIP: As a general rule, you should change your passwords
regularly, especially those of your financial accounts. Passwords are
highly valued on the black market (i.e., Scammer Land).
For more tips to simplify your finances, visit hmefcu.balancepro.org.

2018 Holiday Closings Reminders

Making Seasons Bright
...with a Christmas loan from HMFCU
We want you to have everything you need to start your holiday shopping right on
time! Houston Metropolitan FCU is pleased to announce our member holiday loan
special. You may qualify for one of three loans at 12.99% APR* for 10 months.

$53

per month
for $500

$106
per month
for $1,000

November 22 and 23 – Thanksgiving Holiday
December 24 and 25 – Christmas Holiday
January 1 – New Year’s Day

$212

per month
for $2,000

We’re hatching a plan to bring more bliss this year. With Skip-A-Pay from Houston Metropolitan Federal
Credit Union, you can spruce up the season by skipping your December 2018 loan payment(s)!*

Here’s how it works:

1.

Complete the
Skip-A-Pay Request
Form available at
myHMFCU.org/skip.

5.

2.

Choose a payment
option. There is a
$30 processing fee
for each loan.

(Fee must be paid before
your skip request will be
processed.)

3.

Mail, fax or deliver
your form to a branch
near you.

4.

For faster processing,
we suggest you fax
or deliver your form
to your local HMFCU
branch.

Deadline to submit your application is November 30, 2018.

*Only accounts in good standing can be processed. Not available for share secured, certificate loans,
mortgage, home equity, home improvement loans, credit cards, member appreciation loans or holiday loans.
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